THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY
OF O UR LORD J ESUS C HRIST
S T. M ARK ’ S E PISCOPAL C HURCH
B EAUMONT , T EXAS
24 D ECEMBER 2020
H OLY E UCHARIST R ITE I AT 10 P . M .

Choral Prelude
“O little town of Bethlehem”
“It came upon the midnight clear”
“God rest you merry, gentlemen”
“The snow lay on the ground”

Hymnal 79
Hymnal 89
Hymnal 105
Hymnal 110

Organ Prelude “Noel, Grand jeu et Duo”
Words of Welcome

Louis Claude Daquin
(Current Diocesan guidelines discourage congregational singing.)

Opening Hymn “O come, all ye faithful” (stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6)

Words:
Music:

Hymnal 83

John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others
Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906;
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.
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THE WORD OF GOD
Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity
CELEBRANT
PEOPLE
CELEBRANT

The Book of Common Prayer p. 323

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify
thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise “Angels we have heard on high” (stanzas 1 and 4)

Words:
Music:

Hymnal 96

French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.
Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958); Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.

Collect of the Day
CELEBRANT
The Lord be with you.
PEOPLE
And with thy spirit.
CELEBRANT
Let us pray.
O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination of the true Light: Grant us, we beseech thee, that as we have
known the mystery of that Light upon earth, so may we also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where with thee and the Holy Spirit he
liveth and reigneth, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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The First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness- on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the
fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne
of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Psalm 96: 1-4, 11-12 Cantate Domino (Anglican chant sung by the Choir.)
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.
The Epistle: Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present
age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
Sequence Hymn “The first Nowell” (stanzas 1, 2, and 6)

Hymnal 109
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Words:
Music:

English Carol, 18th cent.
The First Nowell, English carol, 17th cent.; harm. John Stainer (1841-1901); Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.

The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
DEACON
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
PEOPLE
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
DEACON
PEOPLE

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon

The Reverend Mark Crawford

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

The Book of Common Prayer p. 326
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the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world.

The Book of Common Prayer p. 328

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all
men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy
Word, and live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, and Hector, our bishops; Mark, our Interim Rector; and Dean and Clint, our assisting clergy; that
they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due
reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land, especially
Donald, our President; Greg, our Governor; Jeff, our County Judge; and Becki, our Mayor; that they may be led to wise decisions and
right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may
honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble,
sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. [Silence]
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual
growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of Saint Mark and all thy saints, that with them
we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
The Confession of Sin and Absolution
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

The Book of Common Prayer p. 331
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We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will,
and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty
repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
CELEBRANT
PEOPLE

The Book of Common Prayer p. 332
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.

Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Anthem “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day”

William Witherup

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: I would my true love did so chance
to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance.
Refrain: Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love, this have I done for my true love.
Thus was I born of a Virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance;
thus was I knit to human nature, to call my true love to my dance. Refrain
In a manger laid and wrapped I was, so very poor, this was my chance,
betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, to call my true love to my dance. Refrain
Then afterwards baptized I was; the Holy Ghost on me did glance,
My Father's voice heard from above to call my true love to my dance. Refrain

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer II (The people stand.)
The Book of Common Prayer p. 340
CELEBRANT
The Lord be with you.
PEOPLE
And with thy spirit.
CELEBRANT
Lift up your hearts.
PEOPLE
We lift them up unto the Lord.
CELEBRANT
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
PEOPLE
It is meet and right so to do.
CELEBRANT
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us;
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother;
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children. Therefore with
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore
praising thee, and saying,
Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Music:

Hymnal S 128

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.
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All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy
tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." Likewise, after supper, he took
the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant,
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me."
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto
thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these
gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present
unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction;
and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord;
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world
without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
CELEBRANT
PEOPLE

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: O Lamb of God

Hymnal S 158
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Music:

Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968). Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.

CELEBRANT: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The people sit. Communion today will be in one kind (the bread only). Please follow the directions of the ushers.
Music During Communion
“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Harold Darke
Genevieve Brassard and Tim Foster, Soloists
In the bleak midwinter
Frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain,
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty — Jesus Christ.
Enough for Him, whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk
And a mangerful of hay;
Enough for Him, whom Angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel
Which adore.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am? —
If I were a Shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part, —
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart, give, give my heart.
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Congregational Carol “Silent night, holy night” (Sung kneeling.)

Words:
Music:

Hymnal 111

Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885)
Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863); harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910); Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915.

Post Communion Prayer (Kneeling.)
The Book of Common Prayer p. 339
CELEBRANT
Let us pray.
ALL
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with
the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us
thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
The Blessing
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Closing Hymn ”Joy to the world”

Words:
Music:

Hymnal 100

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt.
Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason (1792-1872); Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-729915

The Dismissal
DEACON
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
PEOPLE
Thanks be to God.

The Book of Common Prayer p. 339

Postlude “Fantasia on In dulci jubilo”

J.S. Bach
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CLERGY AND STAFF
The Right Reverend C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of Texas
The Reverend Mark Crawford, Interim Rector
The Reverend A. Dean Calcote, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Clint Brown, Curate
Jordan Williams, Organist and Choirmaster
Genevieve Brassard, Assistant Director of Music
Paul Howell, Outreach Minister
Lauren Johnsen, Children’s Ministry Director
VESTRY
Judy Black, Senior Warden
Shea Kent, Junior Warden
Erin Williamson, Clerk
Richard Parr, Treasurer
James Black, Chancellor
Andre Cokinos
Gail Davis
Kathe Hendricks
Mark McClellan
Meredith O’Mara
Pride Parr
Joan Richardson
Laurel Shrontz
Hannah Schiesler
Bruce Smith
Michael Truncale
Charles Teel
UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MARK’S
December 25 -- Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 a.m.
December 25 -- Parish Office will be closed
December 31 -- Parish Office will close at Noon
January 6 -- Feast of the Epiphany, Holy Eucharist at 6:00 p.m.
January 10 -- Burning of the Greens at 6:00 p.m.
January 24 -- Annual Parish Meeting
Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-7299155. All rights reserved.
Current diocesan guidelines discourage congregational singing.
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